Binghamton Script A.P.pendix 1
 

Have you ever been to a “Rocky Horror – LIVE” performance and heard an “Audience Participation (AP)” line that you didn’t understand? Don’t feel bad, it’s actually quite common. You see, “Rocky Horror” is over 30 years old and some of the AP lines are...a little dated, to say the least. 

 

To help our younger audience members who might not know what they’re yelling out, I combed the Binghamton AP script looking for the most dated, most obscure references and compiled them here in a handy, easy-to-carry document – along with explanations on what they refer to.

 

So the next time you start shouting a line and someone looks at you as if to ask “What the living heck”, you can smile and feel really smart.

 

Oh yeah, and 100% of this page was done without the assistance of "Wikpedia" or any form of "Google".

 

If you'll excuse me, I have to go kill myself now.

 

- Scott “C” Fynboe, pop-culture geek and member of “The Vestal Violators”

 



References explained below
 

1. “Don't squeeze the Sharman!” “Yeah, squeeze Mr. Whipple!”
2. “We want Barabbas!"
3. “Look – it’s Terry Jones!”
4. “And now she’s Mrs. Ralph Hapshatt” “Hapshit, will travel!”
5. “I would like” “To kill James Bond!” “If I may” “You may NOT kill James Bond!”
6. “Hi, I'm the kid who had a report due on space..."

7. “Shriners, ho!”
8. "Norman? Come in from the rain, Norman"
9. "Rich season! Weirdo season!"
10. “Who's your favorite 80's band?” “Madness” “They sucked!”
11. “I’ll get you a Hispanic mechanic!” “Freddie Prinze!”
12. “Say, do any of you guys know how to Madison?” “I do The Rock myself.”
13. “Say, do any of you guys know how to Madison?” “I do The Rock myself.”
14. “It’s too nice [of] a job to rush!” “Yay Rush! 21-12!”
15. “Reach out and touch someone...”
16. "Yeah and my sitcom is better than yours!"
17. "To put what ain't right right..."
18. “I woke up this morning...” "And got myself a beer!"
19. “The sword of Damocles was hangin' over my head"
20. “What's your favorite Leni Riefenstahl movie?” "A triumph of your will!"
21. “Guess who's coming to dinner?”
22. “Fuck you Colonel Klink!”
23. “I wish my brother George was here...”
24. "There must be fifty ways to love your lever..."
25. “Mercy is for the weak! We do not teach mercy here (in this castle)!”
26. “Do...Re...Egon!”
27. “I saw that in Germlins!”
28. “Dinner is prepared!” “And I hay-ulped!”
29. “We've secretly replaced Columbia's vibrator with...”
30. “Gamera is really neat/Gamera is turtle meat/We are eating Gamera!”
31. “Hey, I thought Earth girls ARE easy?!"
32. "Get a piece of the rock!"
33. “Vhen ve get Moose and Skvirl!”
34. “Once again you see there is nothing you can possess that I cannot take away!”
35. "Ah, you have a mind that goes PING!"
36. “You you are to remain here, in spirit, anyway.” “Spirit, bravado, a touch of daring-do!”
37. “What did Greg Catlin say about the gerbil?”
38. "Oh Calgon, take me away!"
39. “I will love him and hug him and call him ‘George’...”
40. "I will call him 'Squishy' and he will be mine and he will be my squishy!"
41. "Chest of steel...back of steel...shoulders of steel...transvestite of steel!"
42. “Now THAT's a ‘Fawlty’ tower!'”
43. “Nanu, nanu...shazbot!”
44. "Roll out the cripple..."

45. “...the moon-drenched shores of” “Gichigami”
46. “And, to the world, David Banner was dead...”


 

The most obscure references (in somewhat chronological order)
 
“Don't squeeze the Sharman!” “Yeah, squeeze Mr. Whipple!”
Location of the AP line: The opening credits
 
            In the middle to late 1970s, Charmin toilet paper ran a TV ad campaign where a loveable, old shopkeeper, Mr. Whipple, would advise customers to not squeeze the rolls of toilet paper to test how “squeezablely soft” they were.
 
“We want Barabbas!"
Location: As the lips are "crucified" at the end of the credits. Usually chanted alongside the AP chant "Crucify the lips!"
 

According to the New Testament, Pilate offered up two prisoners to a crowd (as was the Hebrew custom during Pesach (Passover)). One would be released, the other, sent to death. Presented with Jesus Christ and Barabbas (a small-time criminal), the crowd demanded Barabbas' release - thereby sealing Jesus' fate.
 

“Look – it’s Terry Jones!”
Location: As the wedding photographer readies to take a picture
 

The photographer bears a small resemblance to Terry Jones (and/or Michael Palin) circa his (their) time on “Monty Python’s Flying Circus”.
 
“And now she’s Mrs. Ralph Hapshatt” “Hapshit, will travel!”
Location: As Janet moons over the wedding
 

In the early days of TV there was a show called “Paladin”. It featured a gunslinger-for-hire who carried a [business] card reading ‘Have Gun – Will Travel’. Snippets of the show’s famous theme can be heard numerous times in the movie Stand by Me.
“I would like” “To kill James Bond!” “If I may” “You may NOT kill James Bond!”
Location: The Criminologist’s first monologue
 

Charles Grey (who plays The Criminologist) also played “Blofeld” in the James Bond film Diamonds are forever.
“Hi, I'm the kid who had a report due on space..."

Location:  The Crim's first speech, as he reaches for the book


In the [early 1990’s?], Encyclopedia Britannica ran a pair of TV ads featuring a kid who had to do a “report on space” and a voiceover that would then tell him to use the encyclopedias. This is a reference to the first line of second ad. (For those who are curious, the kid got a low grade on the report because he found too much information and put it all in.)
 
“Shriners, ho!”
Location: The middle of “Over at the Frankenstein place”, just as the motorcycles pass between Brad and Janet
 

The bikers who pass by appear to be wearing white helmets and green windbreakers – the same uniform that many Shriners wear when they ride their little “mini-bikes” in parades.
"Norman? Come in from the rain, Norman"

Location: During “Over at the Frankenstein Place”, the shot of Riff in the window

Just a little reference to “Mother” in Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho.
"Rich season! Weirdo season!"

Location: After Riff lets Brad/Janet enter the castle

A little take on the classic Looney Tunes sketch where Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck quarrel over if it’s rabbit season or duck season.
“Who's your favorite 80's band?” “Madness” “They sucked!”
Location: “The Time Warp”
 

Madness was an English band in the 1980’s who had a hit song with “Our house”. Like Madness, English born Graham Nash (with “Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young” at the time) also had a hit song called “Our House” a few years before. Unlike him, Madness did suck.
“I’ll get you a Hispanic mechanic!” “Freddie Prinze!”

Location: Middle of “Sweet Transvestite”
Freddie Prinze was an up and coming Hispanic comedian in the 1970’s when he landed a choice role in the form of a [mechanic] on the surprise hit TV show “Chico and the man”. Sadly, he committed suicide during the show’s run, shortly after the birth of his son, the popular actor Freddie Prinze Jr.
 
 “Say, do any of you guys know how to Madison?” “I do The Rock myself.”
Location: The very end of “The Time Warp”
 

This one isn't an AP line, but a lot of people don't know the reference Brad makes anyway, so I thought I'd include it: “The Madison” was a dance/pop hit for Al Brown’s Tunetoppers in the middle to late 1950s (1958, I believe). Brad is supposed to be a take on the 1950's middle class [white] teenager, so this fits him perfectly.
 
“Say, do any of you guys know how to Madison?” “I do The Rock myself.”
Location: The very end of “The Time Warp”

In the early 1980s, Tim Curry released an album. One of the tracks was a minor hit called “I do the rock”.
 
 “It’s too nice [of] a job to rush!” “Yay Rush! 21-12!”
Location: As Columbia admires Brad’s stripping
 

Refers to the name and title track of the 1976 Rush album “2112”.
 
“Reach out and touch someone...”
Location: The beginning of the creation scene; as Frank holds his hand out to the camera
 

This is an old advertising slogan by [AT&T?] promoting the ease of their systems and the way it connected people in tender, emotional ways.
"Yeah and my sitcom is better than yours!"

Location: When Brad stands up to Frank in the lab

At the same time that Barry Bostwick (Brad) was ending his role on the popular sitcom “Spin City”, Tim Curry (Frank) was starring in a remake of “Family Affair” as the butler, Mr. French – which lasted one season.
 

"To put what ain't right right..." 
Location: During Frank’s “creation” speech


Probably the first and only DJ Jazzy Jeff & the Fresh Prince AP line, this is a line out of their song “Too damn hype”
“I woke up this morning...” "And got myself a beer!"
Location of the AP line: The Sword of Damocles (first line)
 


Refers to the first line of the popular bar-rock song "Roadhouse Blues", originally done by The Doors on the album "Morrisson Hotel"
 

 

“The sword of Damocles was hangin' over my head"
Location of the AP line: The Sword of Damocles (first line)
 


According to legend, a [peasant] once asked King Damocles what it was like to be king. That night, at a formal dinner, the king sat the man beneath a large, sharp sword that was held up by a single thread. "Now you know," he allegedly said, "what it is like to be king."
 

“What's your favorite Leni Riefenstahl movie?” "A triumph of your will!"
Location: Just after "The sword of Damocles”; as Frank gloats over Rocky's birth
 

Considered one of the best female filmmakers of the 20th century, this line refers to Riefenstahl's famous work, the Nazi propaganda film Triumph of the will. Though it is a propaganda film for Nazism, many scholars consider it an amazing piece of cinema in its own right.
 

“Guess who's coming to dinner?”
Location: As Eddie crashes through the “Deep Freeze” wall
 

Refers to the title of the Sidney Poitier/Spencer Tracy/Katherine Hepburn movie Guess who’s coming to dinner, later remade as the terrible movie Guess who.
 
“Fuck you Colonel Klink!”
Location: The middle of “Hot Patootie”, just after the bald Transylvanian says “Lovely party”
 

The Trannie who says “Lovely party” bears a strong resemblance (bald head, monocle, vaguely German accent) to Colonel Klink – the commandant of the prison camp that was the setting of the TV show “Hogan’s Heroes”. Younger audience members might remember Colonel Klink (both the character and the actor, Werner Klemperer) as Homer’s guardian angel in the “Simpsons” episode: “The last temptation of Homer”.
 
 “I wish my brother George was here...”
Location: As Riff-Raff threatens Rocky with the candelabra
 

This refers to the flamboyant musician Liberace, who was known for having a candelabra on his piano and who often referred to his brother George in his routines.
 
"There must be fifty ways to love your lever..."
Location: As Janet weeps over seeing Brad's betrayal
 


In the mid-to-late 1970s, Paul Simon released a track called "Fifty ways to leave your lover" (or, as you might call it, "The Paul Simon song where he sings 'slip out the back, Jack/make a new plan, Stan...' "). This AP line is a twist on that title. It's worth noting that Paul Simon used this same joke/line when he appeared on "The Muppet Show", after dropping a Muppet through a trap door.
 

 “Mercy is for the weak! We do not teach mercy here (in this castle)!”
Location: Immediately after Riff-Raff begs for mercy (while being whipped by Frank)
 


A little shot at the 1980's movie The Karate Kid, this is a take off on the [motto] of Daniel and Myagi's enemy dojo, Cobra Kai.
 

 “Do...Re...Egon!”
Location: Just before Dr. Scott's entrance (as Frank pulls the lever on the lab wall's magnet)
 

A variation on the famous song "Do-Re-Mi" from The Sound of Music, this line is taken directly from the movie Ghostbusters. In that film, before their first battle, Dr. Peter Venkman (Bill Murray) turns on his "gun" and sings the low note "Doe". Dr. Ray Stantz (Dan Aykroyd) follows suit and sings "Re". Dr. Egon Spengler (Harold Ramis) doesn't get the joke/reference and instead of "Mi", sings "Egon". 
 

 “I saw that in Germlins!”
Location: Dr. Scott’s entrance (as he flies up the staircase in his wheelchair)
 

Dr. Scott flying up a staircase is very similar to the old lady in the electric stair lift who gets thrown out of her house in the movie Gremlins.
 
“Dinner is prepared!” “And I hay-ulped!”
Location: Just after Magenta bangs the dinner gong
 

 “Shake and Bake” used to have an ad campaign where a woman is complimented on her meal and just as she says it was “Shake and Bake”, her daughter jumps up and says, like a hillbilly, that she “hay-ulped” make it.
 
 “We've secretly replaced Columbia's vibrator with...”
Location: As Columbia leaves the dinner table to go cry
 

This line refers to a famous ad campaign by Folger’s coffee where a “hidden camera” watched a restaurant and a creepy narrator said “We’ve secretly replaced this restaurant’s regular coffee with new Folger’s crystals. Let’s see if they can taste the difference”.
“Gamera is really neat/Gamera is turtle meat/We are eating Gamera!”
Location: During the dinner scene

“Mystery Science Theater 3000” did a number of episodes featuring Toho’s “Gamera” movies (think “Godzilla” but with a giant, fire-breathing turtle). At some point, they began singing this [interpretation] of Gamera’s musical theme.
 
 “Hey, I thought Earth girls ARE easy?!"
Location: Said in response to Dr. Scott challenging Frank with the line: "You won't find Earth people quite the easy mark you imagined."
 

Refers to the campy (and small time cult) film Earth girls are easy.
 

“Get a piece of the rock!"
Location: Right after Frank "zaps" Rocky, making him a statue
 


Another commercial reference, this was the [long-running] slogan for Prudential (?) Life Insurance.
 

“Vhen ve get Moose and Skvirl!”
Location: When Magenta stands up to Frank in the lab

This refers back to the classic “Rocky & Bullwinkle” show. On the show, the main characters were constantly being chased/hunted by two [Soviet] spies, Boris and Natasha (who were working for “Fearless Leader”). This line is a take on their stated obsession.
“Once again you see there is nothing you can possess that I cannot take away!”
Location: As Frank begins to talk to Magenta immediately after “Planet Schmanet Janet”
 

Line taken right out of the movie Raiders of the Lost Ark.
  

"Ah, you have a mind that goes PING!"
Location: During "part 3" of "The Floor Show", "Wild and untamed thing"
 

Another Monty Python reference, this one is a take on Michael Palin's amazement at "the machine that goes - PING" in the first part of Monty Python's The Meaning of Life.
 

 “You you are to remain here, in spirit, anyway.” “Spirit, bravado, a touch of daring-do!”
Location: As Riff-Raff threatens Frank with his laser gun
 

Usually said with a small lisp, this is a line right out of the Monty Python film The Life of Brian.
 
 “What did Greg Catlin say about the gerbil?”
Location: Just before “I’m going home”
 

This refers to a local [Binghamton] urban myth; I’ve known people who swear that it’s true and can prove it and I’ve known people who will die saying the opposite. True or not, the legend is that local TV newscaster Greg Catlin was once admitted to a local hospital with a gerbil in an...uncomfortable...place.
 
 "Oh Calgon, take me away!"
Location: As Rocky cradles Frank
 


Calgon was a popular brand of soap that had some "catchy" catchphrases from its ad campaigns. In one ad, a woman asks the soap to "carry her away" from a hectic day (think of the "Herbal Essence"/orgasm ads). The phrase has become a synonym for "I'm stressed out and need some kind of relief!"
 

“I will love him and hug him and call him ‘George’...”
Location: As Rocky cradles Frank
 

Refers to the abominable snowman in a couple of old Warner Brothers cartoons as he pets and strokes Bugs Bunny. This in itself may refer to the John Steinbeck novel Of mice and men, where a character constantly is asking to “hear about the rabbits, George”.
 

 

"I will call him 'Squishy' and he will be mine and he will be my squishy!"
Location: As Rocky cradles Frank
 


Refers to Dory (Ellen DeGeneres), who says this same line in the movie Finding Nemo.
 
"Chest of steel...back of steel...shoulders of steel...transvestite of steel!"
Location: As Rocky climbs the tower with Frank
 


In the 1990s there was an fitness video/product (and infomercial) series promoting a product called "Abs of Steel". Purported to help you get a six-pack, the product eventually branched out into "Legs of Steel", "Buns of Steel" and I think one other. This AP line just plays off of that product.
 

“Now THAT's a ‘Fawlty’ tower!'”
Location: As the tower with Rocky and Frank falls into the pool
 

A pun on the title to one of the greatest sitcoms ever - “Fawlty Towers” starring John Cleese.
 
 “Nanu, nanu...shazbot!”
Location: As Dr. Scott tries to shake Riff-Raff’s hand
 

These two lines refer, of course, to the Robin Williams sitcom “Mork and Mindy”, which was about an alien adjusting to life on Earth.
"Roll out the cripple..."

Location: As Brad rolls Dr. Scott out at the end

Substitute the word “cripple” with “barrel” and you have the first two lines of the one polka song everyone seems to know: “The Beer Barrel Polka”.
  

“...the moon-drenched shores of” “Gichigami”
Location: During Riff-Raff’s speech at the end
 

There are many ways to spell it, but the word is pronounced “Git-chee Goo-mee”. It’s a nickname for Lake Superior and it is unknown whether the AP line/reference came out of that, the opening line of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s “The song of Hiawatha”, or the song “The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald” by Gordon Lightfoot.
 

 “And, to the world, David Banner was dead...”
Location: During the piano solo just before the Crim's last speech
 
            A little nod to the 1970's TV adaptation of "The Incredible Hulk" starring Bill Bixby. At the end of each episode, Bruce David Banner was shown hitchhiking away from whatever town he was in that week, accompanied by a haunting piano melody called "The lonely man theme". The music playing in the movie sounds very similar to this song. The "dead" part of the line refers to the plot device that after he was hit by the Gamma rays, many characters on the show assumed Bruce David was dead...but having survived, he wanders the land as a nameless drifter.
